
HOGCHESTER ART RESIDENCIES 
 
 
Hogchester Art Residency is an ongoing collaborative project interested in 
intersections between contemporary art practices and the land at Hogchester. The 
project aims to foster, create, document and exhibit individual and collaborative 
work in, with, and around Hogchester. 
  
Residents are invited to stay and work within the immersive environment of 
Hogchester free of charge. It is hoped that artists will be inspired by the site and 
respond to its unique history and the varied, ancient landscape.  

Hogchester hopes to gain new insights into the understanding of itself through the 
exploratory practices of visiting artists in residence. 
 
 
Length of Residency 
Flexible – ranging from one day to one month.  
 
 
Hogchester Land and History  
Hogchester is set in a beautiful countryside location within an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and with views to the Dorset Jurassic Coast. 
It is the 75 acre remnant of a Dorset dairy farm with a deep rooted local history 
stretching back a thousand years.  The land was formerly part of the Forde Abbey 
Estate (a Cistercian Monastery) with the earliest reference dating back to the 12th 
century. Once known as Hogecestre (circa 1400) which is loosely translated to “ a 
place where wild boar are found.” The listed farmhouse in the middle of 
Hogchester has evolved over hundreds of years. Suggestions regarding the oldest 
parts of the house are that it could have been a hunting lodge or a convent 
associated with Forde Abbey. It was also believed that there was a secret passage 
leading from the coal cellar to a smuggler’s cave near the cliffs.  

 



Remains of a roman road have been found on the border of Hogchester and it’s 
been hypothesised that the site could have been a rest and supply station of at one 
time. A thousand years before the romans, Druids were active here and two of their 
gold containing Yew wands have been found in the area. Stone Age axe heads 
have been found on the land, taking us even further back down the land’s history. 
The site is ripe for reimagining’s of myth and magic.   
 
Today Hogchester is devoted to maximising the conservation potential of the site 
and to provide unique ways for people to get close to and be inspired by nature.  
The land encompasses a wonderful diversity of wildlife habitats from the ancient 
broadleaved oak trees, bluebell wood, ponds and streams to the recently reseeded 
wildflower meadows. During daylight hours you will see the primitive rare breed 
Soay sheep and maybe glimpse the wild deer or birds of prey circling overhead. 
The nights are rich with starlit skies, bats, and the sound of owls overhead.   
 
 
Surrounding Area 
We are situated one mile from the sea at Charmouth and close to Lyme Regis one 
of the Jurrasic Coasts most famous coastal towns. The rugged coastline is 
magnificent and has been awarded World Heritage Site status with many wild and 
beautiful coastal walks to follow and Dorset sunken paths called Holloways. The 
coastal rock formations span approximately 185 million years of the Earth's history 
and include a large range of important fossil zones. 
 
 
The Studio  
Hogchester studio is a stunning grade II listed renovated barn with large glass 
doors looking out onto the countryside.  
 

 



The studio is equipped with tools and basic mig welding. There also sand moulds 
for doing small tin casts. There is little in the way of painting drawing supplies so 
artists working in this medium should bring what they require.  
 
Visiting artists will have shared access (alongside other residency artists and on 
site artist Chantal Powell) to the studio barn and also to a used stable block for 
larger scale or messy work.  
 
  
Residency Accommodation 
Residential options at Hogchester include: 
 
Guest Room: Use of a guest room within the owners private residence (views 
across the fields, ensuite bathroom, shared use of kitchen and lounge).   
 
The Quiet Space: Use of a small, rustic barn room adjacent to the art studio. 
Simply furnished The Quiet Space has a cast iron bed, a comfortable chair, a 
paraffin stove for heat and coffee, and views across the open fields.  
 
Hogchester Cottage: At certain out of season times artists will have the opportunity 
to stay at the beautiful two bed holiday cottage on Hogchester. The cottage is 
directly opposite the art studio and has wifi, views to the sea, a cosy lounge with 
well-stocked log burner, and a large kitchen/dining area with an aga. Cottage stays 
are usually shared with a second residency artist in order to foster interesting cross 
disciplinary conversations.  
 

 
 



Alternatively artists are also welcome to pitch their own tent on the land for their 
stay whilst using shower, toilet, and cooking facilities at the farmhouse.  
 
 
Food 
Meals are not provided but there is access to the farmhouse or cottage kitchen and 
outdoors there is a BBQ and outdoor pizza oven. Food can be delivered via 
Sainsburys.  
 
 
Documentation and Exhibition of Work 
Documentation of work during a residency period will take place in the form of 
photographs (taken by both the artist and by Hogchester) and a small written piece 
by the artist discussing their experience. Images and words are to be made 
available to Hogchester for use on the website and for exhibition purposes.  
 
At the end of each residency year Hogchester plans to hold an exhibition of works 
either created during, or inspired by, artists’ residency periods.  
 
Artists are encouraged to share their residency experiences via their social media 
outlets.  
 
 
Call for Art – Ongoing 
In its first year Hogchester Art Residencies will be by invite only, with artists being 
selected whose practices have the potential for innovative readings of Hogchester. 
 
In subsequent years we are inviting artists to submit residency proposals in the 
following manner:  
 
To apply: 
Create a PDF file and email to art@hogchester.com  
 
Including the following in order listed below: 
Name and contact Information, 
Website, 
Optimum residency duration,  
Project Proposal; description, images, 
CV 
Any other relevant information 
 

 
www.hogchester.com   
art@hogchester.com 

  


